Professor Information Required Texts

Professor: Dr. Erika M. Sparby Angela Haas and Michelle F. Eble (Eds.), Key

Email: Theoretical Frameworks, ISBN: 9781607327578

Zoom Room: Tracy Bridgeford (Ed.), Teaching Professional

Zoom Hours: and Technical Communication, ISBN:
9781607326793

Course Description and Objectives

This graduate course will prepare you to teach introductory undergraduate professional and technical
writing courses (such as ENG 249 - Technical and Professional Writing I at ISU). You will examine
technical communication as both an academic discipline and a professional practice, focusing
specifically on social justice approaches to technical and professional communication (TPC) pedagogy.
We will interrogate how power, positionality, and privilege (what Walton, Moore, and Jones call the
“3Ps”) influence who makes TPC, who it is made for, and who is excluded, with a goal of giving you
practical methods for becoming inclusive TPC teachers.

The course goal is to equip you with the tools you need to successfully teach TPC while attending to

the 3Ps, particularly as they pertain to race and ethnicity, gender and sexuality, and disability. As such,

you will

e Understand that pedagogical spaces—including TPC—are deeply rhetorical, cultural, and political

e Gain facility with theories, methodologies, and practices for designing and teaching TPC courses

e Interrogate how different teacher-trainer bodies and identities have different impacts on how their
curricula and pedagogy is received by different users of the course (and course evaluations).

e Evaluate and review textbooks and technologies for teaching technical and professional
communication

e Plan and develop a syllabus and other pedagogical materials for an introductory technical and
professional communication course

Major shoutout to Elise Verzosa Hurley and Angela Haas for providing course documents and support
as I designed this course.
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Grade Distribution

Attendance/Participation 15 points
Class Activity 5 points

Class Facilitation 10 points
Observation/Reflection 15 points
Textbook Review/Presentation 25 points
Course Design/ Presentation 30 points

Grading Scale

A 100-90

B 89-90

C 79-70

D 69-60

F 59 or below

Brief Assignment Descriptions

The assignments in this course are designed to meet the course objectives outlined above. Below are
brief descriptions of the assignments; full prompts are available on Reggienet.

Attendance/Participation

You are expected to arrive to class on time and
be prepared. Complete all readings beforehand
and be prepared to discuss them in class.
Engage in all discussions and activities.

Class Activity
Once during the semester, each of you will lead
the class in a pedagogical activity related to the
readings at hand. Give a brief lesson to set it up,
then introduce the activity for students to
complete. We will debrief as a class afterwards.

Textbook Review and
Presentation

Once during the semester, each of you will
review a technical communication textbook;
you will present it review to the class, focusing
on its potential applicability to ENG 249.

Class Observation / Reflection

Once during the semester, each of you will
attend a technical communication class (ENG
249 or ENG 349) and reflect on the pedagogical
techniques you saw at work.

Class Facilitation

Once during the semester, each of you will lead
a class facilitation on the readings at hand for
~50 minutes. Introduce key texts, making
connections and asking questions to engage
classmates in discussions.

Course Design and
Presentation

The final project for this course is a syllabus,
schedule, and project prompts for ENG 249, as
well as a brief tech comm teaching philosophy
and a presentation on your course plan.
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